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 From The Pastor's Pen... 
Greetings Mount Calvary Family! 
 

 We are indeed blessed beyond measure and excited to 
the core of our being during this season in the life and ministry 
of the church to celebrate the Season of Advent and “Come 
Home For Christmas” 2019.  
  

 We are standing on tiptoes of anticipation of what 
God’s going to do this month at Mount Calvary. The excitement 
is ringing in the air as we prepare to celebrate and carry out our 

mission to “Make Lives Different.”  
 

 On that first Christmas, the angels praised God, saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and peace on earth to men of good will.” The shepherds came and 
adored the newborn Savior. St. Luke wrote, “And Mary treasured all of these things 
and reflected on them in her heart.” 
 

 We too need to pause and treasure the gift of Christmas in our hearts. And 
that gift is simply Jesus, true God who became true man, who came to reveal 
perfectly God’s truth and love to us, who died and rose for our salvation, and who 
founded a Church – a family – where His presence continues in both Word and 
Sacrament. Treasure and reflect on the gift of Jesus and the faith you share in Him 
as a member of the Mount Calvary AME Church. 
 

 Moreover, we must not let Christmas just be a passing day. Live in the 
spirit of Christmas each day. Reflect upon how to better treasure this gift each day 
by making prayer a critical part of your day, by continuing to read Sacred Scripture 
and the teachings of our Church, by having a stronger devotion to the Lord. May 
such reflection of the gift of Christmas, move us by God’s grace to an even more 
intimate relationship with our Lord this year. May our souls be like the stable in 
Bethlehem where Christ first made His dwelling among us. 
 

 Lastly as your pastor, I treasure the gift of you and the dedication, 
sacrifices, and hard work you have shown to make this church a beacon of Christ’s 
love. In particular, I thank those who serve in the various ministries and 
organizations.  
 

 Please don’t forget to invite someone you know; a family member, a friend, 
a member, a former member, a wanna be member to “Come Home for 
Christmas” to worship with you during this Advent Season. Write, Call, Text, 
Email, Twitter or Facebook them to come and discover why the Difference Is 
Worth the Distance! 
 

 Merry Christmas to you, Mount Calvary Church.  It’s a joy to be walking 
alongside you!                                                         

~Pastor Bob 
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Praise and Worship  

 

Invocation 

 

Prayer Response 

 

Selection 

 

Scripture 

 

Decalogue Abridged 

(1st Sunday) 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle  

 

Pastoral Altar Call 

 

Selection 

 

Introduction of the Preacher  

 

Word of God 

 

Invitation to Accept Christ  

 

Tithes, Missionary, and General Offering 

 

This is My Tithe 
I acknowledge that God is the giver  of every good and perfect gift. I can only reap  
what I have sown.  I cannot out  give God no matter how I try, and as I act in  

obedience to the word of God, I bless my church, myself and my family.   
This is the promise of God. Malachi 3:10 
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Minister: From all that dwell... 

 

People: From all that dwell below the skies, Let thy Creator's 

praise arise. Let thy Redeemer's name be sung, through every land 

by every tongue. Eternal are thy mercies, Lord. Eternal truth 

attends thy word. Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, till 

suns shall rise and set no more. 

 

Minister: And God spoke all these words, saying: I am the Lord 

your God, who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, out of  the 

House of  bondage. You shall have no other gods before me. 

 

People: Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep 

this law. Nearer, my God, to thee! Nearer to thee, Even though it 

be a cross that raiseth me; Still all my song shall be. Nearer, my 

God to thee, Nearer, my God, to thee, Nearer to Thee. 

 

Minister: And He said to him. You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

This is the first and great commandment and the second is like it: 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 

commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 

 

Gloria Patri: 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as 

it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world without 

end. AMEN. 

The Decalogue Abridged 
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“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace.”  
Isaiah 9:6 NIV 

This Month’s Memory Scripture:  

Advent Season 2019 
December 1st – December 24th  

“Prepare the Way of the Lord!” 
Isaiah 9:6 

 
 Advent begins the progression of seasons and holy days that form the 
liturgical calendar year for the Christian Church.  We celebrate Advent Four 
Sundays preceding Christmas.   
 

 Advent is the period of great anticipatory joy and passion to prepare for 
the celebration of Christ’s arrival in Bethlehem as a helpless infant.  The days 
before Christmas must be days of deep prayer to prepare our hearts for the 
coming of Christ.  We must truly be ready to receive him.  Christ wants to be 
born in us, but we must be open, willing, receptive, and truly welcoming.  To 
become that way, we have Advent to remind us of the sacred time of 
remembering the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.   
  

 As we reflect on the meaning of Advent, it goes far beyond the giving of 
gifts.  It requires the giving of self.  That is the way of Jesus who did not cling to 
His privileges but emptied Himself to share our struggles, “…rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.” Philippians 2:7. 
Advent is the time for us to seek God in a newness of life where His way 
becomes known to us, practiced by us, and embraced with love. 
  

 As we prepare for the coming of the Lord, then we can discover a whole 
new perspective on how to passionately wait in life.  We can learn to be obedient 
people who do not always try to go back to the action (our old way of being) but 
who recognize the fulfillment of our deepest desire in preparing and passionately 
waiting.  If we can do this, we will come in touch with the “Glory of God” in our 
new life, which is the transformation that we will experience during Advent and 
will continue to resonate throughout our lives. 

 
Rev. Thomasine Adams                                                                                                         

Prayer & Spiritual Formation Ministry         

Advent Message... 
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Church-Wide Announcements 
 
 

The month of December has been designated as Demonstration & Commitment 
Month. All are asked to tithe 10% of their income so we can finish 2019 strong 
together! You may also pick up your Faith Commitment Card and determine what 
you will commit to give for 2020 in Tithes/Offering (1st Mile Giving) & the Let’s 
Do It Again 2x4 campaign (2nd Mile Giving).   

 

The Garden Ministry is looking for additional members. Please see Sister Annette 
Smith or Sister Darlene Jeffreys for information. 
 

The Harvest Meals Four The Hungry/Wednesday Night Feeding Program will 
be CLOSED on December 25th(Christmas Day) and on January 1st (New Year’s 
Day).  It will resume on Wednesday, January 8, 2020, at the regular time of 6pm-7pm. 
 

The Media Ministry asked that if you do not currently receive Email Blasts from the 
church and would like to sign up to receive them, please email the CCU Ministry at 
mtcalvaryamecculeaders@gmail.com.  
 
 

Sunday, December 1 - Friday, December 20, 2019 
Toys for Tots Drive - We will be collecting toys for needy family’s. Please bring an 
unwrapped gift and place it in the decorative boxes in the Narthex.  
 

Tuesday, December 3, 2019,  
A workshop on making Plastic Sleep Mats for the Homeless will be held at the 
Baltimore County Public Library, Towson Branch, 320 York Road from 2:30pm - 
4pm. Contacts: Becky Kuhn, Librarian at 410-887-6166, or see Rev. Bonnie Epps-Burgess. 
 

Sunday, December 8, 2019 
Final payment for the Beads of Wisdom April 2020 Sight & Sound Trip is due on 
December 8th. Please see Sis. Valerie Johnson to make your final deposit.  
 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 
There will be a Church Conference on December 11th at 7pm in the sanctuary.  All 
members are invited to attend.  
 

Wednesday, December 18, 2019 
The Culinary Arts Ministry will be hosting our Community Christmas Dinner on 
December 18th from 6pm-7pm in the Family Life Center. If you would like to 
volunteer or donate a dessert for the event, please see Rev. Bonnie Epps-Burgess.  
 

Sunday,  December 22, 2019 
“Come Home for Christmas” for our  Worship Service on Sunday, December 
22nd at 10am. Please invite your family and friends.  
 

December 26, 2019-January 1, 2020 
A Kwanza Celebration of Family, Community, & Culture will be showcased. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

3rd Quarterly Conference 
 December 18th at 7 pm 

 

Watch Night Service 
December 31st at 10:45 pm  

___________ 
 

Pastor Bob’s Birthday 
December 30th  

 

A special Happy Birthday to 
our handsome, loving, warm, 
kind, wonderful, awesome, 
incredible, powerful man of 

God, our Pastor, Rev. Bobby 
B. Cox, Jr. We pray that you 

will receive the Godly desires of 
your heart during your new 

season of being who God has 
called you to be.  

Birthday greetings goes out to 
all those celebrating a birthday 
in the month of December, 

from your CCU Leader  
Sis. Aurisha  & Sis. Leslie  

(mtcalvarydecemberclass1@gma
il.com) .  

Please join us in our weekly  

POWER CELLS! 
 

Prayer Meetings:  

• Emmanuel Prayer Warriors: Tuesdays at 
6:30 pm 

 

• The Jewel Cromwell Johnson Prayer 
Line 
  - Morning Prayer: Monday-Friday at 

6am  
Prayer Line Number and Pass Code:  

(712) 770-5505 - 9027141# 
 

Bible Studies: 

•  Church-Wide Bible Study: Wednesdays 
at 7pm. All are welcomed.  

 

• Noonday Bible Study: Wednesdays at 
12:30 pm. All are welcomed.  

 
Church School: 

• Every Sunday at 9am for children, youth, 
and adults in the Family Life Center. Bring 
your family and learn more about Jesus. 

 

• Men’s Church School, 9am, 1st & 4th 
Sunday.  

 
 
 

Youth Announcements:  

• Follow the Youth Ministry on Band to get 
the latest news and announcements.  
https://band.us/@mcyouth 

 

 

Beginning on 2nd Sunday, you will be able to 
bless our Pastor & First Family with Christmas, 
Birthday, and Wedding Anniversary tokens of 
love and appreciation. A basket that will be 
available in the Narthex.    



Visit our website, and click 
on the Sow A Seed tab. 

Square Offering is yet another new way to 
give.  Please a see a Steward at the rear of the 
Sanctuary to give in this new way.   

Download the free Cash app on 
your wireless device (code: 
$mcamec) or visit our link at 
https://cash.me/app/HXQLLMC 

(code: HXQLLMC). For trying the Cash App 
using our code, we will each receive $5.00.  

On-line Opportunities to Give... 

Mount Calvary AME Church  
300 Eudowood Lane 
Towson, MD 21286 

410-296-9474 (phone)   410-296-8710 (fax) 
adminasst@mtcalvaryame.org  www.mtcalvaryame.org 

 

 

Rev. Bobby B. Cox, Jr., Pastor   
Rev. Angie Crawford-Cox, First Lady 

 

Items for the Messenger must be submitted by the 2nd Friday of each month. Leaders, please add the  
following address to your email contacts to receive a reminder: mtcalvaryamemessenger@gmail.com. 

Give the gift of  Christ by calling, emailing, Facebook 

messaging, texting, tweeting, sending a card/letter and 

invite your family and friends, current and former 

church members, co-workers, and strangers to worship 

with you during the Advent/Christmas Season.  

https://cash.me/app/HXQLLMC
https://cash.me/app/HXQLLMC

